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BECOMING AN ADVOCATE

Written by: Natalie Martiniello
Editor’s Note: Natalie is a member of the Montreal chapter and was nominated as Chapter secretary in 2008. Along with other members, she helped organize the 2010 AEBC conference held in Montreal. She is currently studying at the university level with her guide dog, Sherby.

Shortly after graduating from college, I became aware of a possible job opportunity with the Adaptech Research Network. Though I had already worked as a summer student in some smaller capacities, this was my first true job interview and the first time I was hired by someone outside my inner circle. Obtaining this job is one of the successes I cherish most, because it has impacted not only the person I have become, but also the goals I have worked towards since then.

This first employment opportunity has opened many exciting doors for me. Once hired, I was soon responsible for supervising another student and conducting a large nationwide research project. Despite the fact that I was extremely nervous and shy, my self-confidence, and awareness of my own potential began to grow throughout this job opportunity. More significantly, my work with the Adaptech Research Network has allowed me to harness the skills needed to network with others in the disability field and expand my own knowledge about those issues impacting members of the disability community. I have had the opportunity to present at many conferences on topics related to disability, adaptive technology, and issues pertaining to students with disabilities at the post-secondary level. These presentations have not only allowed me to educate others about such realities, but have also helped me conquer my own shyness and have granted me the skills to address disability-related misconceptions and stereotypes to the public.

My very first conference presentation was at the International Conference of Low Vision in 2008: A convention with over 2000 participants in attendance. Needless to say, I was stepping into very unfamiliar waters and was extremely nervous! Since then, I have continued to present at a number of events and encourage others to do the same, as it is important for us each to have a voice as self-advocates.

In retrospect, obtaining employment may not seem like such an impressive accomplishment. Yet, I believe that success has more to do with how particular experiences influence our overall direction and development rather than the magnitude of those experiences themselves. Working with Adaptech has taught me a great deal about my own potential and interests, and has led me to become involved in other worthy disability-related opportunities. Since then, I have been involved with a number of organizations, including The Access Club (a disability support and advocacy student association which I began in college), Guide Dog Users of Canada, and the Montreal Chapter of the Alliance for Equality of Blind Canadians.

Who would have thought that the shy quiet girl I was several years ago would be planning conferences and seeking opportunities to educate the public through presentations! It only takes one influential experience to kindle the flame of advocacy within an individual. This first job kindled that flame within me!
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