Adaptech Explores eLearning in Canadian Colleges and Universities

The Adaptech Research Network <http://www.adaptech.org> is well underway with the first phase of a three-year Canadian study examining the accessibility of eLearning for students with disabilities in higher education. Here, eLearning refers to the range of information and communication technologies that professors use when teaching in the classroom, online, or partially in the classroom and partially online. eLearning includes, but is not limited to, the use of the Internet (e.g., course web pages, lectures delivered live online), CD-ROMs, and presentation tools (e.g., PowerPoint, electronic whiteboards).

In Phase One, our goal is to get a broad notion of current and future trends regarding the various forms of eLearning that postsecondary education institutions are using and planning to use, and its accessibility, or lack there of for students with disabilities. To accomplish this, we are currently conducting English and French key informant interviews with: faculty who have had students with disabilities in courses where they have taught using some form of eLearning; professionals on campus who provide disability-related accommodations to students with disabilities; vendors of eLearning products targeted at the higher education community; individuals who hold some form of accountability for driving/supporting eLearning innovation on campus; and students with a variety of disabilities who have had the experience of using some form of eLearning as part of a course.

This research is part of the "Disability and Information Technologies (Dis-IT) Research Alliance <http://www.dis-it.ca>, a group of more than 30 researchers and partner organizations examining how information technologies can enhance the well being and inclusion of Canadians with disabilities in postsecondary education, workplaces, retail and public services, and on-line consultations. Dis-IT is funded by a grant to Deborah Stienstra of the University of Manitoba by the Initiative on the New Economy program of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 

Canadian organizations NEADS (National Educational Association of Disabled Students) and CADSPPE (Canadian Association of Disability Service Providers in Post-Secondary Education) are partners in the research. For more information on our eLearning study email Jennison Asuncion asuncion@alcor.concordia.ca or Catherine Fichten catherine.fichten@mcgill.ca.







